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it won’t happen unless they understand and know what occurred at Jasenovac.
Everything that happened there most certainly made an indelible mark on the
other events befalling the same people who were persecuted only because
they belong to a different nation and because they believe in a diffe rent God.

Words cannot express the brutishness of atroctities at Jasenovac. They
happened there and they can only be part of our sadness, which stubbornly r e-
curs as memory of the terrible ordeal and suffering of women, children, old
people and men who were someone’s target and thus perished, lost their lives
in terrible pains and unbearable suffering.

Just like the previous three Conferences, it is a goal of this Conf erence
to promote the truth about Jasenovac. It has to be that single event that will
bring new or confirm the existing information and evidence ; it has to be an
event we can trust completely; this Conference has to deal only with the truth,
it should not and must not be an event to allow any kind of politicizing or m i-
nimizing the history of Jasenovac in any way. Anything else but the truth will
mean minimizing and distorting the truth about Jasenovac.

Of course, those people who have spent years and years investigating
and promoting the Jasenovac truth have a lot more to say than me. This is
where I’ll finish and let me wish a pleasant stay in the Republic of Srpska to
all of you who came here from many different countries – from America,
England, Israel, from Austria, Serbia and other countries – and let me reassure
you that the Government of the Republic of Srpska is committed to sponso r-
ing and supporting this Conference permanently and building a memorial
park at Gradina, which will present and evidence the ter rible atrocities which
happened there in a most dignified way.

Therefore, I wish you success in what we have been struggling to do
for years, which is promoting the truth and presenting it clearly. Perhaps we
are also to blame a little bit for failing to achieve more, but I believe these
Conferences are a good opportunity for this and they have to go on and ha p-
pen in the future; with more luck this would have been the fortieth one or God
knows which, and not only the fourth. In that sense I certainly suppor t the
continuity of these conventions.

Let me welcome you all one more time. Thank you for making the
effort to come to Banja Luka and take part in this convention, which means so
much to all of us in the Republic of Srpska, to all our people, especially t o the
families of the Jasenovac victims and survivors. Thank you very much!








